While we are sure that we would dis- 
agree with Stewart about a lot of things, we 
do agree that many education reforms are 
based on bogus assumptions and are often 
rooted in ideology, rather than in psycho- 
logical, social, or educational research. If 
Stewart were a proponent of “rea!” reform, 
he could begin by addressing the problem 
of paddling in Alabama schools. If he reads 
the research on the ill effects of smacking 
students’ behinds with wooden paddles, 
he might even lead the fight against this 
18th-century concept of pedagogy. It has 
been discredited in 27 states and in almost 
all the industrialized nations. 

Stewart should reread our article — 


and perhaps even the book on which it is 
based. We never suggest “total” democ- 
racy in schools. This is another straw man. 
In fact, “total” democracy seems too dif- 
ficult for most American adults. Our con- 
cepts and practices are always framed by 
research. 

We also suggest that Stewart read the 
Supreme Court’s Tinker v. Des Moines de- 
cision to begin to correct his misunder- 
standing of children, the schools, and the 
Constitution. He would likewise do well to 
pay attention to the Courtside column in 
the Kappan. Tinker and Courtside togeth- 
er reveal that conservative Reagan/Bush 
appointees to the federal courts have un- 


dermined the constitutional rights of stu- 
dents in certain areas regarding the First 
and Fourth Amendments. But there have 
also been some gains for students’ rights. 
We believe that Stewart would make bet- 
ter use of his time by carefully studying 
such material than by reading John Rose- 
mond’s neofascist concepts of child rear- 
ing, which ignore half a century of research 
on parenting and discipline. Rosemond’s 
brand of teaching fear and reflexive obe- 
dience to authorities is inconsistent both 
with democratic ideals and with what we 
know about emotions and child develop- 
ment. — /rwin A. Hyman and Pamela A. 
Snook. «x 
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